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Florida cases increasing fa 


While the data remains incomplete, the numbers point to 
thousands of new infections in the coming weeks. 


BY KATHLEEN McGRORY 
AND ADAM PLAYFORD 
Times Staff Writers 


The number of confirmed coronavi- 
rus cases in Florida is doubling every 
three days, putting the state on a trajec- 
tory to see tens of thousands of infec- 
tions in the coming weeks, a Tampa Bay 
Times analysis shows. 

No rigorous model has been calcu- 
lated for Florida to predict the disease’s 
spread in detail. Those usually take 
months to create. 

But at this point, experts say the 


math is simple. The number of cases is 
already past the point of easy contain- 
ment and infections are growing faster 
and faster, at what statisticians call an 
exponential rate. 

Without dramatic steps, they worry 
that the epidemic will balloon across 
Florida and place an unprecedented 
strain on hospitals and health clinics. 

Thomas Hladish, a University of Flor- 
ida research scientist who specializes in 
disease modeling and has been advis- 
ing the state on the outbreak, said that 
while epidemiologists might disagree 


on the nuances of their projections, they 
all agree on the main point. 

“We do understand the math and the 
models well enough to say with great 
confidence that Florida is going to have 
a huge public health crisis,” Hladish 
said. “And we are just at the beginning 
of it right now.” 

By 11 a.m. Saturday, Florida had 
reported more than 3,700 cases — an 
increase of nearly 1,000 in 24 hours. 

Florida remains one of the few states 
with a large outbreak not to issue a 
See TRENDS, 16A 


Coronavirus cases in Florida 
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As of 10 a.m. Saturday. Florida is releasing updated numbers twice a day; 


this chart uses morning release totals. Source: COVID Tracking Project ADAM PLAYFORD | Times 


inellas 
osts 
more 
eaths 


The death of Realtor 
Bob Barnum shocked 
his friends, including 
Mayor Rick Kriseman. 


BY JOSH SOLOMON, REBECCA 
WOOLINGTON, ANASTASIA DAWSON 
Times Staff Writers 


Three more people have died 
in Pinellas County and one more 
death was reported in Pasco 
County on Saturday from compli- 
cations of COVID-19, the illness 
caused by the coronavirus, as cases 
continued to rise locally and across 
Florida. 

The total number of cases in the 
state has exceeded 4,000. 

The latest numbers brought the 
total of deaths in Pinellas to four, 
up from a single death as of late 
Friday. Another death in Pasco 
brought that county’s total to two 
fatal cases from the virus. As of Sat- 
urday night, the total number of 
deaths in the Tampa Bay area stood 
at eight. 

Across Florida, 56 people have 
died from the virus and the total 
number of cases rose to 4,038. One 
week earlier, on March 21, that 
number totaled 763 cases. 

The Pinellas deaths included an 
83-year-old woman, a 64-year-old 
man and a 52-year-old man. The 
younger man’s death was travel- 
related, according to the state. He 
recently visited Bulgaria, Germany 
and Utah. The other two deaths 
were not travel-related. 

The Pasco death, a 67-year-old 
man, was also travel-related. He 
had visited New York, the epicenter 
of the crisis in the U.S. 

State health officials do not 
release the identities of patients. 

One victim was announced Sat- 
urday by St. Petersburg Mayor Rick 
Kriseman: Bob Barnum, 64, who 
owned St. Petersburg-based Ear- 
nest Realty. 

“COVID-19 hitting closer to 
home,’ Kriseman wrote in a tweet. 
“T will miss our friend and forever 
be thankful for his support.” 

Barnum graduated from New 
York University with a bachelor’s 
degree in business and moved to 
Pinellas County in 1972, according 
See STATEWIDE, 17A 
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LEARNING CURVE 


DIRK SHADD | Times 


Tyliyah Tolbert, 7, left, and her sister, Zy’on-Maria Robinson, 4, wait as office clerk Destiny Marshall sets up 
a laptop for second-grader Tyliyah at Campbell Park Elementary in St. Petersburg on Tuesday. 


School closures 
force unexpected 
experiment in 
online learning. 


BY MARLENE SOKOL 
AND JEFFREY S. SOLOCHEK 
Times Staff Writers 


LAND O’ LAKES 
nnie and June Leon- 
ard began Tuesday with 
cereal and fruit, then a 
book about reptiles that 

they read together and discussed. 

They moved on to yoga, then 
math. One cracked open a work- 
book while the other used an iReady 
computer program, and then they 
switched. 

Sunlight poured through the din- 
ing room window, which offered a 
view of the backyard trampoline. 

“You have to have certain rules in 
the classroom because if they’re all 
talking to each other during that 
time, it gets chaotic and off task,” 


MARLENE SOKOL | Times 


June and Annie Leonard with their mom, kindergarten teacher Jamie 
Cook, prepare for the transition to distance learning in Land O’ Lakes. 


said Westchase Elementary School 
kindergarten teacher Jamie Cook, 
mother to the 7-year-old twins. 

“But if it’s just the two of them 
here, it’s really nice.” 

Florida is set to begin a grand edu- 


cational experiment that nobody 
wanted. Nearly 3 million children, 
locked out of school to avoid spread- 
ing the COVID-19 virus, will continue 
their studies from their homes. 

See LEARNING, 4A 


PANDEMIC UPDATES 


The stimulus checks 
are coming, for most 


At the center of the new $2 trillion 
economic stimulus package are 
direct payments that will put money 
in the wallets of most Americans. 
What will you be getting? 6A 


Crisis centers and 
hotlines brace for flood 


Isolation amplifies stress, and organi- 
zations that run hotlines or crisis call 
centers in the Tampa Bay area said 
they're already getting more calls 
than normal. 1B 


Trump quarantine idea 
for N.Y. later withdrawn 


The president said Saturday he was 
considering a quarantine for hot 
spots in the New York region. Such 
amove drew scrutiny over whether 
a president has the power to order 
state residents to stay put. 6A 


They care for us, but 
who'll care for them? 
Domestic workers in the Tampa Bay 
area are losing livelihoods as fearful 
clients cancel their services. Few of 
them have a safety net. 1D 


Coronavirus or not, 
they keep on trucking 


Though their journey has not always 
been easy, Florida truckers continue 
to deliver relief during these strangest 
of times. 1B 


The lights go down on 


the entertainment world 
From singers to actors to comedians, 
the performing arts world is reeling. 
Bay area museums are struggling 
mightily. Bolstering their online pres- 
ence is one way of trying to get by. 1E 


BayCare.org/Coronavirus 


Peak 
season 
to bleak 


The pandemic killed 
Florida’s spring. The 
economic impact will 
last long after the virus. 


BY SARA DINATALE 
Times Staff Writer 

All the telltales of spring are 
here: the air is thick with pollen, 
the humidity low, the evenings cool 
and inviting. But boats from Hub- 
bard’s Marina are docked at John’s 
Pass, instead of buzzing tourists 
out to watch the sun set over the 
Gulf of Mexico. Most of the spring- 
breakers never came. 

Few are picnicking at Curtis Hixon 
Park, and those who are sit 6 feet 
apart. Water taxis are not cruising 
along the Tampa Riverwalk, and res- 
taurants are not seating people out- 
side because they're not seating any- 
one. Traffic is not backed up past the 
Howard Frankland hump. 

Spring is what makes Florida 
work. It’s when residents revel 
in the perfect weather and vis- 
itors crowd our businesses and 
our beaches, pay our sales taxes 
and fund our state and local gov- 
ernments. Employers depend on 
spring to make enough money to 
fill their accounts before the slow 
season. Residents rely on spring to 
remind them why they live in this 
state before the swamp of summer 
clings to them like plastic wrap. 

“It could not have come at a 
worse time to Florida,” said for- 
mer Tampa Mayor Bob Buckhorn. 
“Over the last two years, we really 
just emerged out of the wreckage 
of the Great Recession.” 

Coronavirus has stalled the 
world. And in Florida, the mea- 
sures taken to slow its deadly 
spread ended Tampa Bay’s peak 
season before it could peak. 

It took the city of Tampa a decade 
to recover from the net $500 million 
loss in tax dollars from the housing 
market crash that fueled the Great 
Recession, Buckhorn said. Plum- 
meting home values pulled prop- 
erty taxes down with them, where 
they stayed for years. 

Buckhorn wonders what kind of 
budgets Tampa Bay’s mayors will 
even be able to present come July 
and August, given the tax losses 
already in just a couple of weeks 
from COVID-19 restrictions. The 


See SEASON, 18A 
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